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arrived at from this point of view. It may indeed,
under certain circumstances,1 be the guide of politi-
cal or social enactments; but these can only be
made to bear upon the conduct of individuals
by the sanctions which the State or Society has
at its command. The individual can have as his
maxim of conduct an end which corresponds with
utilitarianism in two events only: when he is
so constituted as to find his pleasure in the great-
est aggregate pleasure of mankind, or when the
political and social sanctions are so complete and
searching as to make his individual interest and
the collective interest coincide The former event
is unfortunately too rare to be taken into account
in establishing a theory; the latter would imply
an interference with individual liberty so impracti-
cable that it is not contemplated eveuwin the most
comprehensive of socialistic schemes. t
0 admits ' Hedonism in psychology, therefore, means egoism
in ethics. Bi^t even this theory, as the previous
chapter has shown, has its own difficulties to meet.
The antagonism of individual and universal has not
yet been got rid of. The difficulty is no longer
caused by the conflict between one man and his
neighbours: it is the difference between the feeling

1 That is, when (1) the legislature accurately expresses the
average feeling of all the members of the State j or (2) the legis-
lators happen to be fully intelligent people in whom " selfishness "
has taken the shape of benevolence.